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Editor’s Note: This is part two 
of a four-part series exploring the 
possible effects of more than $32 
million in budget cuts to higher 
education in the next two years. 
The Montana Senate is expected to 
vote on the state’s budget this week. 
This segment explores changes to 
tuition and the cost of education. 
Thursday’s segment will examine 
the impact of potential cuts on the 
COT and other facilities.
She said “disgust” best de-
scribes her feeling toward the 
proposed budget cuts. “Shock” 
was her reaction when she re-
alized higher education would 
lose $32 million over the next 
few years. “Panic” is all she 
feels when she thinks about 
losing her financial aid.
Christy Asbury has one 
more year at The University of 
Montana, where she is a double 
major in cultural anthropology 
and communicative sciences 
and disorders. Technically, 
she’s a senior, but there’s not 
nearly enough time in a four-
year graduation schedule for 
Asbury to finish everything on 
her extensive to-do list. School 
is important to her and in spite 
of the cost, she said she’s come 
too far to quit now.
That’s not to say Asbury has 
a plan should she lose her fi-
nancial aid, or worse, if tuition 
were to increase. She filled out 
her FAFSA, but has no idea 
how much money she’s getting 
back. Right now, she’s just try-
ing not to panic.
“I really don’t want to take 
out more loans,” she said. “I 
know when I go to graduate 
school I’m going to be even 
more in debt.”
Asbury is going to gradu-
ate school out of state —  either 
Central Michigan University or 
the University of South Dakota 
— she’s not sure which. Her 
mom, Cindy Asbury, is push-
ing hard for Central Michi-
gan. Cindy has family there 
and she’d be more comfortable 
knowing her daughter had 
people to look out for her. 
Asbury said her father sup-
ports either school, because 
higher education means a lot to 
her family. Her father, Greg As-
bury, graduated with a degree 
in political science while her 
mother studied nursing. Her 
big sister, Sophie, is planning 
on getting her doctorate in Ar-
cheology at Washington State 
University.
Lily Rabil
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State of panic
See CUTS, page 4
University of Montana ad-
ministrators don’t exactly know 
where the 25 percent of first-
year students who leave the 
University every year go.
“Some leave and never come 
back, some leave and go to an-
other institution, or some leave 
and come back 10 or 15 years 
later,” said Arlene Walker-An-
drews, associate provost for un-
dergraduate education.  
The newly adopted Academ-
ic Forgiveness Policy could help 
students who leave for extended 
periods of time and then return 
get their grade point averages 
back on track.
The Faculty Senate passed the 
policy at the beginning of March. 
Students who return to UM af-
ter being gone for three or more 
years could apply for Academic 
Forgiveness, which would allow 
their grades prior to returning  not 
to be calculated into their GPAs.
“We want to give students 
a chance to show that they’re 
now serious about school,” 
Walker-Andrews said.  
To qualify for Academic For-
giveness, students must have 
completed 30 credits upon their 
return, and have maintained a 
GPA of 2.5.  If a student qualifies, 
they can choose to have a certain 
semester or multiple semesters 
not calculated into their GPAs. 
However, Walker-Andrews said 
the grades for those semesters 
would remain on their transcript.
“It’s not that people are getting 
poor grades erased,” she said.
The policy only applies to 
credits that have been earned at 
UM.
Some returning students are 
UM adopts 
Academic 
Forgiveness 
Policy
Victoria Edwards
Montana Kaimin
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Christy Asbury works as a computer lab monitor in the math building. She is worried that the rising tuition costs will force her to take out more private 
student loans.
Possible tuition hike increases student anxiety
•INSIDE: Administrative view 
on possible tuition increase
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by Taryn Chuter,  News Editor
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Zeros and ones
Poor, drunk and Facebooking
by Brady Moore
TECH COLUMN
Wee Words from Edinburgh
 FOREIGN EXCHANGE COLUMN
The downside of free universities:
Pricing education makes it priceless
Everybody does it. Go out, drink a few too 
many at Dead Hipster and then head home alone. 
You should probably just drink a glass of water, 
maybe take an Ibuprofen and go to bed. How-
ever, far too often I find myself cracking open 
my laptop and clicking on that oh-so-tempting 
bookmark labeled “Facebook.” It’s when we do 
do this (haha ... I wrote ‘do do’) that things can 
start going downhill. 
Luckily the kind folks of the tech world are 
here to help you out. Several applications and 
“drunk walls” exist to stop you from writing 
nonsense on Mom’s wall at 3 a.m. Social Media 
Sobriety Test is one such application. 
The sobriety test can stop posts on Facebook, 
Twitter, Flickr, Tumblr and MySpace. Download 
it from the website (www.socialmediasobrietytest.
com), set what times you expect to be drunk and 
you’re good to go. Next time you try to log in to 
your protected sites during those times it will force 
you to pass a simple test like keeping your cur-
sor inside a moving circle or typing the alphabet 
backwards. If you fail, you are unable to post, but 
SMST will actually post the embarrassing status, 
“[your name] is too intoxicated to post,” for you. 
Unfortunately it only works with Firefox, but 
once it’s installed it can stop posts like “googds 
nightts! losve4s partyyingf with you girlsg <3.” 
A similar application for those of you lucky 
enough to have an iPhone is “Last Night Never 
Happened.” LNNH takes the after-the-fact ap-
proach and lets you easily delete anything and 
everything from the night before at once. Un-
fortunately, once you post something online; it’s 
there for everyone to see. Other drunk Facebook-
ers and sober insomniacs will always be there to 
watch you make a fool of yourself. The app is 
available on iTunes for the “hangover special” 
price of 99 cents. 
Posting ridiculous things on Facebook while 
drunk can lead to more than just red cheeks 
As a college student, I’ve learned a lot about 
money. I know I’m in school, and I know I’m 
paying an arm, a leg and a small country to be 
here.
I have been blessed with incredibly generous 
parents who believe that my first priority as a 
college student should be making good grades 
and learning as much as I can. Because of this, 
they have offered to pay for four years of my 
schooling.
I realize that not all American students are in 
this position and I know that this is probably the 
best gift I will ever receive.
Studying abroad in Scotland isn’t cheap, and 
has been a constant battle with my inner cheap-
skate to pay for anything. While I don’t want to 
spend the money, most great experiences here 
require money, and I don’t want to miss out on 
anything, so I often end up caving.
So, while we’re throwing all of this money 
into my classes and traveling and eating and 
hitting the pubs, imagine my jealousy when I 
learned that my Scottish peers aren’t paying two 
pence for their education.
Scottish students used to have to pay a gradu-
ate endowment of £2,289 per year. This trans-
lated to about $3,600 in the U.S. In 2008, how-
ever, the Scottish National Party voted down the 
graduate endowment, choosing instead to offer 
free education to Scottish citizens. 
Today’s First Minister Alex Salmond has 
continued to support this act, claiming it was 
Scotland that “pioneered free education for all, 
which resulted in Scots inventing and explain-
ing much of the modern world.”
Since last year, when officials predicted a £93 
million deficit in higher education funding in 
2011, reintroducing a price on tuition has been 
a popular debate inside and outside Parliament. 
Many are arguing that England has the right 
idea — students right now pay £3,290 per year, 
and that maximum cost will change in 2012 to 
£9,000 per year. South of the border, they’re not 
having anywhere near as hard a time funding 
their universities.
Students in Edinburgh are rallying for free 
tuition on the Royal Mile, ironically leaving 
See ZEROS, page 3
See EDINBURGH, page 3
As someone who was raised in Montana, I am among those 
who have a very romantic view of this state. Although I didn’t 
realize it until I spent two years in Spokane, Big Sky natives 
have a deep love and respect for this place, and it gives us the 
ability to brush off the stereotypes the rest of the country puts 
on us.
When I’m elsewhere, Montana seems like a mystical land 
of sparkling streams and Lothlorien forests. I’m embarrass-
ingly overcome with nostalgia and insist that it’s the greatest 
place on earth.  
However, every now and then I’m hit with the harsh real-
ity: The rest of the world sees Montana as less of a beautiful 
oasis in a world filled with violence and vehicle exhaust, and 
more of a dusty landscape filled with hill people who make 
jerky out of roadkill. 
This summer, Montana made national news with two sto-
ries about bears (which CNN packaged together. Lovely.), the 
most notable involving a Frenchtown woman who fought off 
an unruly black bear with a zucchini.
Just when we thought we’d recovered from the bad press, 
a story pops up about a Hamilton Radio Shack that is offer-
ing a free gun with purchase of a satellite TV setup. When I 
first saw the story in the Missoulian, my first thought was, 
“Please, don’t let this get out.” I could only hope national news 
services wouldn’t use this story to further this unfortunate 
stereotype about Montanans. Just twisting the knife a little 
more, the story came from the zip code I proudly call home. 
To quote all the kids on the Internet: *facepalm*. 
When I searched for the story on Google News, my fears 
were realized: a story posted by CNN, just three hours pri-
or. The owner of the store was quoted saying the promotion 
“really, really fits the Bitterroot Valley,” and provided back-
ground checks for the potential gun owners. Those who 
weren’t eligible received a $50 gift certificate to Pizza Hut.   
Well good, because everyone knows all anyone who lives in 
Montana wants is a TV, pizza and a gun. 
You’d think readers would realize this is an isolated inci-
dent, and not the norm in Montana. However, the hundreds 
of comments on CNN’s website ranged from jokes about in-
breeding (“my paw says I’m the best kisser in the county!”) and 
expected, “this may as well spell out REDNECK” comments, 
to inquiries as to whether this will raise crime rates in the 
county and prove Darwin’s theory of natural selection. 
 While unfortunate, you really can’t expect a state with less 
than a million people, minimal political clout and no profes-
sional sports teams to make national headlines that often. For 
the most part, the rest of the nation forgets we’re here until a 
story pops up involving animal attacks or plays off the con-
servative, gun-toting, barnyard animal-molesting view of 
Montana the rest of the nation loves to joke about. 
At this point, there is truly nothing we can do about this, 
so call it a blessing.  There’s nothing more Montanans love to 
complain about than “outsiders” moving into their state, and 
if no one knows the real Montana, maybe they’ll leave it alone. 
But no matter what, newswires will continue picking up sto-
ries like this, and we can’t do anything but shake our heads.
taryn.chuter@umontana.edu
by Alyssa Small
NEWS 3Montana KaiminWednesday,  March 30, 2011
MISSOULA
Illegal parking in downtown Missoula could start 
to add up.
A Missoula Parking Commission proposal, referred 
to the Public Works Committee by Ward 3 councilman 
Bob Jaffe, would give first-time downtown parking of-
fenders a lower fine, and repeat offenders increasingly 
higher fines.
The proposal was initially modeled after a ticket 
system in Iowa City, Iowa. That city’s parking tickets 
are applied to expired parking meters, and start with 
a no-charge warning, a $5 fine for the second offense, 
and increases to $25 starting at the ninth offense. 
The repeat offenders in Missoula, according to Jaffe, 
are people who work in downtown Missoula and con-
tinually feed the two-hour meters, or forget their time 
limits while playing the system. Jaffe said this group 
of people is the one that deserves the higher fines.
“Our $2 fine isn’t a deterrent,” Anne Guest, the di-
rector of the Missoula Parking Commission, said of 
the current penalties for meter violations. 
Guest explained that there are two current parking 
offenses that are being violated. The first is a meter 
offense, which occurs when someone allows his or her 
meter to expire. The second is an overtime offense, 
which is when someone continually feeds the meter 
beyond the two-hour time limit. 
The current proposal, Guest said, would raise the 
current first-time meter violation fine to $5 and keep 
the first overtime violation fine to $5. Both would then 
increase in $5 increments up to $20 for the fourth of-
fense and all offenses after that. 
A no-fine warning is not part of the parking com-
mission’s proposal.
“[Iowa City] lost revenue because of that courtesy 
ticket,” Guest said.
With a $9 million parking structure project in the 
works, Guest said that the parking commission can’t 
afford to hand out warning tickets.
The proposal is tentatively scheduled to be dis-
cussed in the Public Works Committee meeting on 
April 13. 
paige.huntoon@umontana.edu
Downtown parking fines could increase
Paige Huntoon
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though. Caitlin Davis, an 
18-year-old cheerleader for the 
New England Patriots, lost her 
job over photos posted on Face-
book. The pictures were of Da-
vis and a friend standing over 
someone even drunker than 
them and passed out. He must 
have passed out with his shoes 
on because he had writing cov-
ering his face including “I’m a 
Jew” and “penis.”  The sharpie 
art also included a drawing of a 
penis and more than one swas-
tika. Davis insists she did not 
do any of the facial graffiti but 
me sitting in class with the six 
people out of 40 who decided to 
ZEROS
From page 2
EDINBURGH
From page 2
was released from the cheer 
squad nonetheless. 
Social media is a tool, and it’s 
the sharpest tool that cuts the 
deepest. Facebook and Twit-
ter are excellent resources and 
they should be treated as such. 
If you’re going to be tempted to 
post after you’re three sheets to 
the wind, do yourself a favor 
and download the Social Me-
dia Sobriety Test.
brady.moore@umontana.edu
show up that week.
I wonder about my Scot-
tish peers. How many of those 
students who have skipped 
more than half of our classes 
throughout the semester have 
done so because they feel less 
obligated to go in the first place? 
Am I attending classes with 
only my fellow international 
students for company because 
we’ve paid for those hours, or 
because our Scottish peers actu-
ally need to work, or study on 
their own, or something?
Free tuition is something I 
have always hoped for. I would 
relish the freedom to prolong 
graduation and to take as many 
interesting classes that have 
absolutely nothing to do with 
my majors as I could. 
But in reality, I believe I’m a 
better student for it. I value my 
classes, not only because they 
challenge me and are taught by 
superb professors, but also be-
cause they have monetary value.
I may be spending more 
money on college than I can 
imagine, but I plan on getting 
what I pay for, and then some.
alyssa.small@umontana.edu
Christy and her parents 
attended the Feb. 21 student 
protests in Helena against the 
budget cuts to higher educa-
tion. Asbury said she couldn’t 
believe the Legislature would 
even consider it. Now, she’s 
not surprised. 
Her backup plan isn’t as 
firm. Asbury hasn’t had to 
take out private loans yet, but 
she may not have a choice. 
She’s waiting with bated 
breath to see how the cuts 
will impact her financial aid 
and she’s trying not to think 
about the possibility of a tu-
ition increase. 
Asbury’s mom likes to dou-
ble check her school plans and 
give sage financial advice. As-
bury knows her mom is just 
trying to brainstorm ideas to 
make sure she has covered 
all her bases but it stresses 
her out when her mom brings 
up things that she is trying to 
block out. Cindy Asbury has 
avoided the topic of finan-
cial aid. She knows Christy is 
worried and there’s nothing 
they can do until they know 
for sure how much money she 
has to work with for her last 
year of school.
Two part-time work study 
jobs, a refund check and oc-
casional assistance from her 
parents pay the bills. 
“Living off a part-time job 
that’s minimum wage is pret-
ty difficult,” she said. “Some-
times I’ll get a big enough 
paycheck where I can pay off 
my bills — my rent and my 
electricity bill. But sometimes 
I’ll need to go, ‘My paycheck 
wasn’t as big as I thought it 
was going to be.’” That’s where 
her parents come in.
Asbury enjoys the indepen-
dence that comes along with 
handling her own finances, 
but it’s scary at the same time. 
Staying busy is her key to san-
ity. She has band practice and 
a myriad of projects to work 
on and Sunday marked the 
end of two weeks worth of 
planning for the International 
Culture and Food Festival. 
She can’t slow down now to 
dwell on money.
If nothing else, Asbury has 
been inspired to be more po-
litically involved. Even if all 
she can do is write letters and 
make phone calls to legisla-
tors and senators, she’s going 
to do it.
“Someone needs to take 
action, and I have the capabil-
ity to take action,” she said, 
adding students need to 
speak up and make their 
voices heard in govern-
ment to protect their edu-
cation. 
“With the higher edu-
cation cuts, I still don’t 
understand how the Leg-
islature justified that,” 
she said. “They’re basical-
ly placing  a brain drain 
on Montana.” 
alyssa.rabil@umontana.edu
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From his office deep within the nexus of the finan-
cial aid offices at The University of Montana, Kent 
McGowan reminisced about his father, who in the 
1950s, sans scholarships and loans, worked his way 
through college by washing dishes.
 “He paid for it just by working part time and you 
can’t do that anymore,” said McGowan, UM’s finan-
cial aid director. “It requires more resources than it 
used to. You have to have some assistance from fam-
ily or financial aid.”
Yet even if they manage to acquire this assistance, 
most UM students find themselves saddled with 
debt after graduation.
According to its 2008 study, The Institute for Col-
lege Access and Success ranked Montana as the 
eighth highest state in producing students with debt. 
Sixty-eight percent of students attending four-year 
institutions in Montana graduated with an estimated 
$22,346 in debt. 
The situation is expected to remain bleak in the 
upcoming school year, as UM students face a two-
front battle concerning financial aid and tuition. At 
the federal level, Pell Grants are being threatened, 
while at the state level, deep cuts to university fund-
ing could raise tuition.
On Feb. 19, the U.S. House of Representatives vot-
ed to cut $5.7 billion in aid from the Pell Grant, or 
$845 to each individual grant for the 2011-2012 school 
year. The Senate voted against the measure earlier 
this month and the matter is currently being decided 
by a joint House-Senate committee.
Across Montana, 20,000 students receive Pell 
Grant funding, which they can use out of state or at 
40 in-state institutions, ranging from tribal colleges 
to beauty schools. McGowan said around 40 to 45 
percent of UM undergraduates receive some level of 
aid from the grants, totaling $20 million each year. 
Since their inception in 1972, Pell Grants have 
aided low-income students in paying for college. The 
amount awarded is decided by factoring a family’s 
income with the expected family contribution to col-
lege expenses.
The pool of eligible candidates for Pell Grants has 
increased since the recession and the 2007 College Cost 
Reduction and Access Act passed. The federal govern-
ment is expected to shell out $36.6 billion in Pell Grants 
in 2011 alone. If cuts are made to the Pell Grants, some 
of those in the pool will also get cut and will have to 
find other sources of funding for their education.
In a March 23 resolution, the Associated Students 
of The University of Montana reported that cuts to 
Pell Grant funding would result in 626 UM students 
losing their federal financial support. These students 
would also lose access to the Supplemental Educa-
tional Opportunity Grant.
Meanwhile, at the state level, the Legislature may 
cut $32 million from the Montana University System 
budget, including $668,824 in student assistance, 
though negotiations are ongoing. ASUM senators 
anticipate a 16 to 19 percent increase in tuition.
Although McGowan said it’s common for state 
legislatures to cut higher education funds when the 
economy tanks, he doesn’t feel it is wise as more stu-
dents return to school, increasing funding needs. 
While he praises the resilience of students and their 
ability to find money, he said that some won’t have 
any resources to fall back on and potentially will 
have to drop out.
Yet the final say over a potential tuition increase 
belongs to the Board of Regents. For now, however, 
and much to ASUM’s chagrin, the seven-member 
group remains tight-lipped, and will hold this stance 
until the Legislature finalizes the budget. 
Administrator: Financial aid critical
HIGHER EDUCATION CUTS
See TUITION, page 8
Erin Cole
Montana Kaimin
State Radio tunes in at Wilma Theatre
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What animal can climb 5,000 vertical feet in 90 min-
utes, will fight grizzly bears despite being outweighed 
by hundreds of pounds, and is a perfect subject for the 
study of climate change? The answer to that question 
is the subject of tonight’s presentation by nature writer 
Doug Chadwick.
Chadwick’s presentation, which begins at 7 p.m. 
in The University of Montana’s Gallagher Business 
Building, combines the issues of wilderness and cli-
mate change through the study of one animal: the wol-
verine.  The furry and ferocious quadruped typically 
requires a snowy range of roughly 200 square miles to 
thrive.  As a result, human development and the ris-
ing temperatures associated with climate change are 
major threats to the animal.
Chadwick, a Whitefish-based author who began 
working with the Glacier Wolverine Research Project 
six years ago, is no stranger to the subject.  Last year, 
Patagonia published his book “The Wolverine Way,” 
which explores the natural history and threats to the 
animal.  Luke Allgeyer, the president of The Univer-
sity of Montana Wilderness Association, said Chad-
wick’s expertise made him a perfect speaker.
“He’s at the forefront of the research on wolverines 
right now,” he said. “Wolverines are a good indicator 
for both wilderness and climate change, so it’s impor-
tant to study them.”
The evening will also include a student discussion 
with Chadwick at 6:15 p.m. Allgeyer said that any 
and all students are welcome to come to the discus-
sion, as long as they come prepared with questions for
Chadwick.
“It will be nice if we can get a good discussion go-
ing,” he said.
That shouldn’t be too difficult of a task, he said, as 
both climate change and wilderness are hot topics in 
the Missoula and UM communities.
“The issues are already kind of a big deal in this 
area,” Allgeyer said.  “UM has a big wilderness and 
climate change community and Doug’s work with 
wolverines speaks to that.”
The event was organized as a collaborative effort be-
tween two UM clubs that deal with those respective is-
sues: The University of Montana Wilderness Association 
and Climate Action Now.  Neil Bennett, a student intern 
for the Montana Wilderness Association and a member 
of UMWA, said that the event provided an opportunity 
for the groups to join forces for a shared cause.
“The two groups both speak out for protecting the 
environment, whether through wilderness or climate 
change action,” she said.  “We felt it was a good idea to 
work with them on something like this.”
Patrick Rhea, the president of UMCAN, said this 
type of collaboration is a key part of inspiring action.
“If UMCAN and UMWA aren’t working together, 
we’re not addressing this issue as it should be,” he 
said.
Allgeyer said that he expects Chadwick’s presenta-
tion will do more than simply address the issues.  Part 
of the goal behind organizing the event, he said, was 
to motivate people to take action in support of wilder-
ness and against climate change.
“You can inform people as much as you want to, 
but unless you can inspire them, you’ve got nothing,” 
he said.
emily.downing@umontana.edu
A man leaned against the 
balcony railing, swinging a 
State Radio banner around his 
head. In the pit below, girls 
held up homemade signs and 
guys walked around the Wil-
ma Theatre lobby in black band 
T-shirts that proclaimed “We 
owe allegiance to no crown.”
The crowd that showed up 
for Saturday’s State Radio show 
wasn’t huge, by any means. Un-
like many of the Wilma’s shows, 
however, this crowd was com-
posed of dedicated fans that 
had driven from across the 
state, instead of a pack of dis-
affected high schoolers who 
bought a ticket because it was 
one of the only concerts they 
could attend in Missoula’s bar-
dominated music scene.
 The band’s socio-political 
activism and passionate live 
performances have led to a 
steadily growing fan base over 
the last decade, so by the time 
the lights went down and the 
stage became ensconced in the 
glow of candles lined up on top 
of the band’s amplifiers, the 
room was teeming with anx-
ious energy. 
State Radio took the stage 
and brought that energy to 
a new level. The band tore 
through “People to People,” fol-
lowed by “Arsenic and Clover,” 
off their latest album. Front-
man Chad Urmston’s greatest 
strength has always been his 
ability to write melodies and 
lyrics that are instantaneously 
memorable, a talent that re-
verberated through the room 
as most of the audience sang 
along to every word. 
Smiling at the rambunctious 
choir before him, Urmston de-
clared, “It’s good to be in Mis-
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Wolverines, wilderness and climate change collide in author’s lecture
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Chad Urmston, frontman for State Radio, leans into the microphone at the Wilma Theatre Saturday night.
soula for the first time! We’ve 
been to Bozeman a few times 
and we always liked it there, 
but a handful of people always 
said, ‘What are you doing here? 
You should be in Missoula!’” 
Judging by the applause, the 
crowd agreed. 
For this tour, the group has 
expanded to a four-piece with 
the addition of guitarist and 
backup singer Matt Embree. 
Embree has earned a name for 
himself as the frontman of the 
progressive ska outfit RX Ban-
dits, and his formidable guitar 
skills and manic stage presence 
add a refreshing new dimen-
sion to State Radio’s show. His 
guitar solos served as icing on 
the cake when combined with 
what is arguably one of the 
most powerful rhythm sec-
tions in rock music. Urmston, 
bassist Chuck Fay and drum-
mer Mike Najarian specialize 
in songwriter-based reggae/
alt-rock, but have never been 
afraid to turn up the gain and 
dip into grooves as heavy as 
Rage Against the Machine. 
This heavier side manifested 
itself throughout the show Sat-
urday, with Fay’s wall-shaking 
roar during “Let it Go” and the 
crushing breakdown at the end 
of the crowd favorite “Camil-
lo.” The band also dipped into 
ska influences a bit when they 
invited Urmston’s childhood 
friend and Whitefish resident 
Jon Stillman up for a trombone 
duet with Urmston at the end of 
“Fall of the American Empire.”  
The band cranked through 
over a dozen songs, including 
a couple of new tunes, ending 
their set with a high-energy 
version of “Doctor Ron the Ac-
tor” that included a searing bass 
solo from Fay. Fans pounded on 
the seats until Urmston walked 
back out alone. He dedicated 
the next number, “Keepsake,” to 
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a deceased friend and his loved 
ones who had came up from 
Philipsburg for the show. He led 
the audience through the sing-
along “Indian Moon” before the 
rest of the band came back on-
stage. An extended jam of “Bo-
hemian Grove” led to their last 
tune, “Gang of Thieves,” which 
brought the house down. Em-
bree and Fay faced each other 
in a solo showdown, Najarian 
somehow lost his shirt, and Ur-
mston led the band through the 
song with a righteous fury that 
sent the crowd home sweaty 
and satisfied. 
jedediah.nussbaum@umontana.edu
CAMPUS
WHERE: UM Gallagher 
Business Building room 116
WHEN: Tonight, 7 p.m.
COST: Free
INFO: 208-529-6806
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TENNIS
Carl Kuschke tosses a ten-
nis ball high above his head. 
His face rises to track it, his 
muscles protruding his frame 
to reach the ball at its peak.
With his teammates volley-
ing on the neighboring courts, 
the South African stretches to 
the top of his toes, whips his 
right arm high in the air and 
serves it at well over 100 miles 
an hour. When he does this, 
he is doing more than simply 
powering one of the swiftest 
services in the Big Sky. He is il-
lustrating talent, diversity and 
unity, three themes found on 
this year’s Montana men’s ten-
nis team.
The tennis squad is a cul-
tural melting pot of talent that 
hails from all around the globe.
“We all come from differ-
ent places so we had to adjust 
to playing with each other,” 
Kuschke said. “It’s worked out 
great.”
As the sun threatened to 
break through the heavy 
clouds Monday high above 
the tennis courts at Missoula’s 
Peak Health and Wellness 
Center, the Montana Grizzly 
men’s tennis team was hard 
at work, joking and laugh-
ing like a group of tight–knit 
friends, but focused on  their 
sport.
There’s a medium-long ex-
change of ground strokes, 
Kuschke  and senior Josh 
Smith straining, rearing back 
and firing, yanking each other 
from side to side, each trying 
to set up the baseline winner. 
They are like kings, patrolling 
the tennis court, pushing each 
other to the breaking point.
“You just try to keep getting 
better everyday,” Kuschke said. 
“There’s an underlying com-
petiveness to this team. We’re 
all a group of friends and we 
all just want the best for each 
other.”
This year’s Griz squad fea-
tures athletes from all around 
the world. Kuschke, a junior, 
and Smith both hail from South 
Africa. Freshman Cody Blum 
calls Jackson, Wyo., home. Se-
nior leader David Cysneiros 
comes from Ontario, Canada, 
and Timo Gehrke is a native of 
Hamburg, Germany, just to name 
a few on the 12–man roster. 
  “Everyone comes from dif-
ferent places and comes togeth-
er on the team,” Andrew War-
ren, a sophomore from Idaho 
Falls, Idaho, said. 
In Montana’s most recent 
matchup, the team took a 7–0 
sweep of Big Sky opponent 
Northern Colorado during last 
Friday’s match in Greeley, Colo. 
The Grizzlies moved to 1–1 in 
league play and 5–4 overall.
Despite their cultural differ-
ences, the deep roster thrives 
on the varying backgrounds 
coming together on the tennis 
court.
“Everyone is really accepting 
here. The chemistry of all the 
guys is great,” Kuschke  said. 
“We build on that diversity and 
team spirit.” 
  Whipping a tennis racket 
around since age 7, Cysnei-
ros,  said the long and strenu-
ous tennis seasons establish a 
link between the athletes, no 
matter how foreign they may 
be to each other. 
  “We spend so much time 
together, we’re pretty much 
a group of brothers. With so 
many practices and matches 
and traveling, it really solidi-
fies the bond we have,” Cysnei-
ros said.
“No matter where you come 
from or how different you are, 
we all have a huge part of our 
lives we can relate to,” he added.
  Head coach Kris Nord, 
who has spent 29 years 
coaching tennis and wom-
en’s golf at UM, said there’s 
more to building a team 
than just highlight tapes 
and resumes; he looks for 
character. 
  “The last six years we’ve 
had a good mix of foreign and 
American players,” Nord said. 
“The diversity has translated 
into a good team chemistry 
among the guys.”
The tennis team’s unity 
will be tested next against the 
Nevada Wolf Pack Friday in 
Reno, Nev., at 1 p.m. The Griz-
zlies will see six matches in the 
10 days following their date 
with Nevada, including a stop 
in California to meet UC Davis 
and the University of San Fran-
cisco.
“We’re one of the forces to be 
reckoned with in the Big Sky. 
We just want to prove our-
selves,” Cysneiros said. “It’s 
going to be a test down the 
road.”
daniel.mediate@umontana.edu
Tennis team thrives on diversity and unity
No matter where you come from or 
how different you are, we all have a 
huge part of our lives we can relate to.
David Cysneiros, senior tennis player
“
”
Daniel Mediate
Montana Kaimin
Ben Coulter/Montana Kaimin
Mikolaj Caruk (left) shakes hands with teammate David Cysneiros during doubles practice Monday afternoon at the Peak Racquet Club. The UM tennis team 
is building a strong program with a diverse group of American and international student athletes. 
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TRACK AND FIELD
In less than two years of 
collegiate competition, Lind-
sey Hall has already stamped 
her name in the record books.
The University of Mon-
tana sophomore sensation was 
named Most Valuable Athlete at 
the Big Sky Conference Indoor 
Track and Field Championship 
in Pocatello, Idaho, on Feb. 26.
“I was very honored to 
achieve that award,” Hall said. 
“There was talk of me being 
recommended for it last year 
for outdoor.
“Even though my coaches 
recommended me for it, I 
also knew several other fe-
male athletes who competed 
against me that placed higher 
than me in multiple events.”
Hall turned her coaches’ 
recommendation into a re-
alization with a dominant 
34-point performance at the 
Big Sky championship, the 
highest point total ever by a 
UM athlete at the event, and 
the third-highest in women’s 
indoor history.
“I knew I didn’t even have 
a shot at it my freshman year,” 
she said. “Then this year, it was 
a different feeling. I had a lot of 
people saying, ‘Wow, you’re hav-
ing a surprisingly good season 
for as many events you’re in, and 
you’re placing very well.’”
According to the 2009 Big 
Sky High School graduate, 
the biggest change from her 
freshman to sophomore years 
has not been anything physical.
“I think it’s my mental 
strength, actually,” Hall said. 
“It’s something I never really 
bought into until this year. 
My coaches have always ex-
plained the importance of it; 
they laid it on pretty thick.
“It just kind of hit me mid-
way through indoor. I was 
having some minor injuries 
and setbacks, and I decided 
that I didn’t need to waste the 
season.”
As a freshman, the Missou-
la native found herself justify-
ing less-than-stellar finishes.
“Sometimes I’d let my age 
become a factor where it really 
didn’t need to be, and I’d use 
it as an excuse,” Hall said.
Hall did not let her second 
indoor season go to waste as 
she quickly emerged as a star 
for the Grizzlies.
She was named Big Sky Con-
ference Athlete of the Week on 
Jan. 18 for her performance 
in the pentathlon at Montana 
State University’s combined 
events meet in Bozeman.
“I feel that I have matured 
since freshman year,” Hall 
said. “I went from placing 
fifth or sixth to placing in the 
top three consistently in mul-
tiple events.”
Those consistent top three 
finishes made Hall a favorite 
in the championship, and her 
coaches took notice.
“I had a conversation with 
our head coach, Brian Schweyen, 
about point totals,” Hall said. 
“I thought he was teasing, but 
in all honesty, I knew he was 
completely serious. He was 
asking me to score 50 points 
at the championships.”
Schweyen’s expectations of 
Hall’s point output, jokingly 
projected or not, were reason-
ably based. On paper, Hall’s 
statistics suggested it was 
possible the sophomore could 
reach the 40-point plateau, and 
50 could be a conceivable goal.
Assaulting the record books
Lindsey Hall continues to etch her name into UM history
Court Weston
Montana Kaimin
Steel Brooks/Montana Kaimin
Sophomore Lindsey Hall jumps a hurdle at Tuesday’s afternoon practice.
See HALL, page 8
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kaiminads@gmail.com or call 243-6541.
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                     COMPUTERS 
Reliable PC/laptop repair.  Voted best of 
Missoula 2010.  Student discounts!  
136 E Broadway Computer Central 
542-6540
                      FOR RENT 
Weekend cabins 30 min. from Missoula 
$44-$66/ night. Rock Creek Cabins 
251-6611 
1 bedroom apt for Rent $581.00/mo. W/D, 
DW, and A/C! Owner pays G/S/W- You 
pay Electric. Current lease ends 7/31/11- 
can decide to renew if desired. 
Call 546-8282 if interested. 
2 rooms, rattlesnake, $350 & $400/month, 
garden, free utl, call 542-0777
                HELP WANTED 
Looking for a nanny for the summer for 
my children. Call 880-8811  
Guest Ranch in Florence looking for FT 
summer help $10.00/hr send resumes to 
P.O. Box 396 Florence, MT 59833
                   PERSONALS 
UM WILL BE TOBACCO FREE FALL 
2011 “I have breathing problems and 
secondhand smoke makes it worse.” - 
UM Student 
Plenty of teeth cleaning appointments 
available at Curry Health Center Dental 
Clinic.  Call us at 243-5445.
                     SERVICES 
Basic Wildfire training April 16-17 and 
April 30th-May1st. For more info call 
543-0013 or visit 
www.blackbull-wildfire.com
               MISCELLANEOUS 
Have a 3.5 GPA or higher?  Want interna-
tional recognition and networking?  
Join Golden Key today @ 
www.goldenkey.org. 
www.406i.tel from your smart 
phone 
Cheap Charley’s Mini Storage. Griz 
Discount: Full month free with 3 months 
up front. Student discount for truck rental. 
(406) 721-7277 
Win a $500 tuition/fee waiver for Summer 
Semester 2011! umt.edu/xls/summer/
contest
             SONG OF THE DAY
Get Back:  The Beetles
“At the championships, ev-
eryone’s level of competition 
rises, but he was really trying 
to get in my mind that I could 
score 50 — by the time I gradu-
ated at least,” Hall said. 
Hall produced 34 of Mon-
tana’s 89.5 points, which was 
good enough for a second con-
secutive third-place finish for 
the Grizzlies.
Hall expects greatness from 
herself and will strive to better 
her team’s chances for a title in 
the future.
“As exciting as it is to be 
breaking records and scoring 34 
points when no one else has, I 
didn’t settle on that for one min-
ute,” she said. “I know next time 
it’s going to be a higher point to-
tal.”
An extra event for Hall in the 
upcoming outdoor season may 
increase her chances of better-
ing her record-breaking mark.
“I don’t believe I’ll be near 
HALL
From page 7
50 for at least another year,” 
she said. “But in outdoor, I have 
another event in javelin, which 
I scored top five in last year. 
Hopefully I can creep up there 
a little higher this year. I’m defi-
nitely going to go for breaking 
34 points.”
Hall’s outdoor season will be-
gin on Friday as Montana hosts 
the Al Manuel Invitational.
She will look to carry her mo-
mentum over from the indoor 
championship despite it being 
the first competition for her and 
her teammates in five weeks.
“It’s momentum in terms 
of confidence,” Hall said. “But 
that confidence is hard to carry 
over into practice in the follow-
ing five weeks. It’s kind of been 
this slow, meticulous type of 
practicing, mostly for distance 
events.”
Hall is primed for a solid 
outdoor season and is ready to 
represent her school.
“Basically, my goal for our 
very first meet is to start off 
quick,” she said. “It’s really 
special for me to be able to be 
breaking records and setting 
these grounds for The Univer-
sity of Montana, and I want that 
to continue.”
mark.weston@umontana.edu
In a previous interview with 
the Kaimin, Robert Duringer, 
UM’s vice president of admin-
istration and finance, said that 
UM receives only 12 percent of 
its budget from the state and he 
foresees that students will be af-
fected by tuition increases.
“If I have to put a 10 percent 
tuition increase on you guys, I 
will do that before cutting pro-
grams,” he said.
Not having a clear idea of the 
budget creates difficulties for fi-
nancial aid administrators.
“I’m trying to award out fi-
nancial aid for next year and I 
need to know what the tuition 
is going to be for next year,” Mc-
Gowan said. “I really needed to 
know it in February, and we’ll be 
waiting until May or June to find 
out.”
Yet given the timing of the 
TUITION
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Legislature and the political re-
alities, he feels the current prac-
tice is best. In New York, where 
he used to live, he said that 
although the state’s Board of 
Regents technically had the au-
thority to set tuition, they didn’t 
politically dare make a move 
without the blessing of the state 
Legislature.
“Let the state decide how 
much they’re going to contrib-
ute to the university system and 
then after that’s decided, the 
Board of Regents can go ahead 
and decide what tuition lev-
els they need to set to actually 
make ends meet and be able to 
pay the bills and keep the lights 
on,” he said.
The silver lining of the sce-
nario, he said, is that it only oc-
curs every two years, unlike 
other states where the struggle 
happens every year.
If cuts happen, McGowan 
hopes to see a return to tradi-
tional student frugality.
“When I was a student in the 
‘80s, we didn’t go get a latte ev-
eryday, I didn’t have a car until I 
got out of college and we didn’t 
have cell phones that we carried 
around in our hip pocket with 
our $50 monthly plans,” he said. 
“The standard of living that we 
unable to receive scholarships 
or gain admission to certain 
programs because grades from 
previous years are keeping their 
GPAs down, Walker-Andrews 
said.  
“If you come back to school 
when you’re 35, and you’re still 
being held to what you did when 
you were 17 … that’s kind of a 
disappointment,” she said. 
Associated Students of The 
University of Montana Presi-
dent Ashleen Williams helped 
to draft the policy, and worked 
closely on it with a student who 
returned to UM after years away. 
The student made the dean’s list 
and was also on academic proba-
tion in the same semester.   
“It’s a great way for them to be 
able to start over,” Williams said. 
Walker-Andrews said she’s 
not yet sure of how many stu-
dents will use the Academic For-
giveness Policy upon returning 
to school.
“I only come across one or 
two a year, because they might 
come to my office and ask about 
it,” she said.
However, she said there are 
probably students in the same 
predicament as the ones that 
come to her, but they don’t think 
there’s anything they can do to 
help their situation.  Walker-An-
drews said approximately 450 
students re-enrolled at the Uni-
versity this spring semester, and 
some of those students may qual-
ify for Academic Forgiveness.  
Before starting to work on the 
policy last fall, Walker-Andrews 
said she wanted to see what oth-
er schools were doing first.
She said she looked at Mon-
tana State, who has a similar 
forgiveness program called the 
Fresh Start Policy, in addition to 
Texas, where it is state law that 
POLICY
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students returning to school 10 
years after they first enrolled are 
entitled to an “academic fresh 
start.” 
“We feel good that we’ve done 
it, but it’s not as if we invented it,” 
she said.
victoria.edwards@umontana.edu
view as normal is a lot higher. It 
costs more to maintain that stan-
dard and you might have to give 
up some of those lattes.”
erin.cole@umontana.edu
